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SUBJECT: MYSTERY OF MISSING MUSK OX 

1. DURING VISIT OF SMITHSONIAN SECRETARY S. DILLON RIPLEY TO PEKING, 

USLO TRIED UNSUCCESSFULLY TO ARRANGE CALLS FOR SECRETARY ON OFFICIALS 
OF PEKING ZOO. IN ADDITION, NO ZOO OFFICIALS APPEARED AT RECEPTION 
GIVEN BY USLO CHIEF BUSH IN HONOR OF SECRETARY RIPLEY AND HIS 
ASSOCIATE, MR. AUSTIN (INVITEES, IN ADDITION TO ZOO OFFICIALS, 

WERE LARGELY FROM PEKING MUSEUM CIRCLES). 

2. POSSIBLE EXPLANATION FOR UNAVAILABILITY OF ZOO OFFICIALS COULD 
BE DEDUCED FROM FACT THAT WHEN SECRETARY RIPLEY MANAGED TO VISIT 
ZOO ON MARCH 14, ONLY ONE OF THE TWO MUSK OXEN PRESENTED BY 
PRESIDENT NIXON TO CHINESE IN 1972 WAS VISIBLE IN ZOO ENCLOSURE. 

CHINESE ATTENDANTS AT ZOO, WHEN ASKED ABOUT WHEREABOUTS OF OTHER 
USK OX, DENIED THAT THERE HAD EVER BEEN MORE THAN ONE. WE SURMISE 
FROM THIS THAT CHINESE WERE SENSITIVE ABOUT PROBABLE DEMISE OF ONE 
MUSK OX AND HOPED TO AVOID HAVING THIS FACT BECOMING KNOWN TO 
SECRETARY RIPLEY. 

3. INCIDENTALLY, SECRETARY RIPLEY FOUND PEKING ZOO RATHER DIRTY 
AND BELOW STANDARDS WHICH HE HAD EXPECTED FOR SUCH A WELL-KNOWN 
INSTITUTION. 
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